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KIDZ is a group of parents with special needs children 
who have joined together to provide support and 
information for other parents with special needs 
children regardless of how minor or severe the 
disability. 
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First, and foremost, is to provide support for you and 
your family.  Notice our slogan says “for KIDZ and 
families with special needs.”  When one of your 
children is diagnosed with some form of disability, it 
affects your whole family, not just that child.  Therefore, 
you are a family with special needs. 

KIDZ has an organized meeting each month for 
families to meet and have a good time together.  This is 
a great opportunity to learn from other parents as well 
as letting your children play with other kids with similar 
challenges.  The siblings of your disabled child also 
benefit because they are able to connect with the other 
siblings of disabled children.  A sibling of a disabled 
child deals with a whole extra set of emotions and 
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This column highlights stories from different families. 
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April 11, 2002 was the day our lives changed forever.  

continued on page 2 

continued on page 2 
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Sue Haywood was our guest speaker in July.  Sue 
displayed a PowerPoint presentation of a newly 
constructed park in Lubbock, Texas that enables ALL 
children to play side-by-side with one another.  See a 
picture of a section of this structure on page 3.  As a 
group, one of our goals is to have a park similar to this 
added to the Longview Parks System. 
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August topics included: 

·  Where to start with an accessible park 
·  Updates on raffle ticket sales 
·  Additional places to distribute newsletters 
·  Plans for a KIDZ cookout (see page 3) 
·  Upcoming disability conference in Tomball, 

TX (additional information on page 3) 

It was the day the 
neurologists at Scottish Rite 
Hospital in Dallas diagnosed 
our child with Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy (SMA).  It 
was the end of a nine month 
journey to finally diagnose 
why our third child, Matthew, 
could not walk. 

Matthew had begun life quite 
normally and was reaching 
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situations that only another sibling in a similar situation 
can understand.  Remember, you are a special needs 
family. 

KIDZ also publishes a bi-monthly newsletter, invites 
occasional guest speakers at our monthly meetings, 
and has special events such as cookouts and play 
days. 

Another goal of KIDZ is to distribute brochures about 
our group to local pediatricians, hospitals, 
obstetricians, ECI, and others for them to give out to 
parents.  The intent of this outreach is to be a positive 
first point of contact with parents whose child has been 
diagnosed with a disability. 
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There is no fee involved in becoming a member of 
KIDZ.  You are always welcome to come to the 
monthly meetings and special events.  If you’d like to 
receive the KIDZ newsletter, just let us know and we 
will put you on our mailing list.  We also have many 
other exciting ideas and projects that are in the 
developmental stages that we would love to have you 
be a part of. 

his developmental milestones on time.  We noticed, 
however, that he still wasn’t walking at 18 months, 
although he could cruise around tables and bear 
weight on his legs.  His pediatrician assured us that he 
was a late bloomer and he was given a diagnosis of 
Benign Hypotonia.  At the age of two, even his  

“I will never forget that moment...” 

pediatrician became alarmed and the battery of tests 
began.  Then finally in April, there we were, at Scottish 
Rite, in a room with doctors, nurses, the hospital clergy 
and a counselor.  I will never forget that moment – all 
of the staff on one side of the room and Wade and I 
alone on the other side as they told us our son had a 
rare neuromuscular disease.  Our lives changed 
instantly, but the doctors told us to be encouraged; 
they thought that Matthew would live. 

With God’s grace through the next month, I realized 
that life had not changed for Matthew.  He was still the 
happy-go lucky toddler that crawled and climbed 
everywhere.  Life was no different for him and the SMA 
label meant nothing to him.  A few months later, he  

Life was no different for Matthew - the SMA label 
meant nothing to him. 

had his electric wheelchair and was able to do 
anything and get anywhere he wanted.  If you ask 
Matthew, he will tell you that life is great!!  We have 
decided to follow Matthew’s lead – understanding that 
the mechanics of life may be somewhat different, but 
knowing that there is no less love, fun, excitement or 
joy!! �  
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If you receive our newsletter through ECI or some 
other organization, you can help us reduce postage 
costs by indicating this.  We will keep your information 
on file in case we send out any special mailings. 

Another area of involvement that we would like to 
encourage you to participate in is our KIDZ Support 
Line.  The KIDZ Support Line is a way to connect 
families with similar diagnosis.  This is a great way to 
bring another family under your wing and help them 
with encouragement or just an ear to listen.  If you are 
interested in allowing a new special needs family to 
contact you or would like to contact a family for advice, 
please contact us. �  

Handicap Accessible Children’s Park 
Lubbock, TX 
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KIDZ is holding a raffle to raise funds for our First 
Contact brochures.  Through the generous donations of 
Cavenders and East Texas Angel Network, prizes have 
been donated so that we may raffle them off. 

Each raffle ticket costs $4.00.  Prizes include: 

·  Larry Mahan smooth quill ostrich ropers (1 pr) 
·  Brighton purse, watch, earrings, sunglasses, 

beach towel and umbrella (1 ea) 
·  Neal McCoy autographed jeans (1) 
·  Neal McCoy CD’s 
·  Boys Huffy bicycle (1) 

Drawings will be held November 9, 2004 at our monthly 
meeting. 

Tickets are now available and can be purchased at 
our monthly meetings or from Cavenders on the Loop 
in Longview. 
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PLACE:   KIM & WADE WALLIS’ HOME 
DATE:   FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 
Time: 5:30 PM 

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, Accessible 
Swimming Pool. 

Call Amber at 903-663-5936 for 
directions and to RSVP so we will 
know how many to feed. 
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The Taking Joy To The World 

conference will be held September 24-26 at 

Graceview Baptist Church in Tomball, TX.  

It will address the need to develop 

programs within the church to include 

disabled members.  Families, church 

members, and pastors are encouraged to 

attend.  Visit http://www.graceview.org 

for more details. 
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     Spinal Muscular Atrophy is one of about 40 major 
neuromuscular diseases.  This inherited and often fatal 
genetic disease weakens or destroys the spinal cord 
nerves that control voluntary muscle movement.  One 
in 40 people carries a mutated SMN gene, which 
results in the inability to produce a protein essential for 
proper motor functioning.  Both parents must be 
carriers for their child to be affected. 
     An estimated one in 6,000 infants is born with SMA, 
which includes three types.  In its most severe form, 
symptoms include an inability to walk, crawl, sit, 
swallow or breathe properly.  The onset can strike at 
any age, and when it does, motor development 
essentially stops.  About half of the children born with 
SMA die in infancy; the others have varying degrees of 
motor damage requiring use of a wheelchair or cane. 
 Paraphrased from "Women Who Make A 

Difference." Family Circle 01 Apr. 2004 
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Events include adaptive water skiing, hand cycling, kayaking, disc golf, fishing/casting, horseback riding, pony painting, mini 

train rides and more.  Hosted by professionals for people of all ages with disabilities.  Free to all.  Lunch is provided.  Call 

903-295-0926 or 903-758-8615 for more information. 
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KIDZ 
P.O. Box 10015 
Longview, TX 75608-0015 
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(903) 663-5936 
Advocates4KIDZ@yahoo.com 
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PLACE:  NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 

 600 GEORGE RICHEY RD. 
 LONGVIEW, TX 
 (SEE MAP) 

TIME:   2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
 FROM 7:00 PM TO 8:30 PM 
 

Childcare is available at no charge.   

KIDZ is a bimonthly publication.  As the KIDZ fiscal sponsor, New Beginnings Baptist Church oversees donations and 
disbursements on behalf of KIDZ in order for KIDZ to direct its efforts to the families in need. 


