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We talked a little business but mainly just had a good 
time visiting with everyone this month! 
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Guest speakers this month were Dana Rice and Sandi 
Mulkey from Family Respite Care, LLC.  They spoke 
on the respite services their organization provides. 
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We will be drawing our raffle winners in our November 
meeting! 

We’re planning a Christmas party for 
our December meeting.  Don’t miss 
out on this!  See the Calendar of 
Events on page 3 for more info. 
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PLACE:  NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 

 600 GEORGE RICHEY RD. 
 LONGVIEW, TX 
 (SEE MAP) 

TIME:   2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
 FROM 7:00 PM TO 8:30 PM 
 

Childcare is available at no charge.   
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KIDZ is a group of parents with special needs children 
who have joined together to provide support and 
information for other parents with special needs 
children regardless of how minor or severe the 
disability. 

·  Monthly Meetings 
·  Bi-monthly Newsletters 
·  First Contact Brochures 
·  Support Line 
·  Special Events 

Visit us on the web at www.texaskidz.com or call or 
write for more information about KIDZ and our 
programs.  KIDZ mailing address and phone number 
can be found on the last page of this newsletter. �  
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This column highlights stories from different families. 
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"Diagnosis" what does that mean?  According to 
Dorlands Medical Dictionary, the definition is, "the 
determination of the nature of a case of disease." For 

continued on page 2 

many parents it©s an "answer", 
for others it remains an 
illusive, confusing, and at 
times exasperating 
experience.  The word, 
"diagnosis", in itself, can be a 
source of sadness, anger and 
despair. For parent©s, such as 
ourselves, it©s a term that has 
haunted us since our son was 
an infant. 
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Handicap Accessible Children’s Park 
Lubbock, TX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

·  � � � � � now has a website!  You can view our 
newsletters, current and past issues, along 
with many other interesting things at 
www.texaskidz.com.  

 
·  We need your help!  One of our goals is to 

have a “library” of information pertaining to 
different diseases, afflictions, or disabilities 
that you have dealt with.  We would like to 
make this information available to others who 
are faced with the same situation for the first 
time.  Please ensure that all the information 
you submit is 100% accurate.  Send articles or 
references to info@texaskidz.com or mail 
copies to KIDZ, PO Box 10015, Longview, TX 
75608-0015. 

 
·  If you are interested in purchasing advertising 

space in our newsletters, please e-mail us at 
info@texaskidz.com.  Ads will be restricted to 
a limited number per issue and will be 
accepted/denied and placed at our discretion. 

 
·  � � � � � is working on getting a wheelchair 

accessible playground area placed in the 
proposed Spring Hill park project.  If you are 
interested in helping with this effort which will 
benefit your children and the entire community 
by allowing all children to play together in one 
place, please contact us! 

Brayden Vancil was born on May 19th 2001.  He 
arrived by emergency caesarean and was 3 weeks 
early.  It was a frightening and exhausting time but he 
had 10 fingers and 10 toes and was the most beautiful 
gift we had ever received.  He spent a few days in ICU 
but when we left the hospital he was perfect. 

Over the next few months we noticed that he seemed 
to be delayed in reaching the usual milestones.  At 
each checkup with his pediatrician we brought this to  

“For many parents it's an "answer", for others it 
remains an illusive, confusing, and at times 

exasperating experience.” 

his attention, but each time we were told that he still 
was within the "normal range".  By the time he was 8 
months old he could barely hold his head on his own 
and his pediatrician agreed that there may be some 
concerns with his lack of motor development.  He 
referred us to a pediatric neurologist. 

Since that time we have made countless trips to 
Houston and Dallas.  Brayden has bravely undergone 
numerous tests.  All of these tests have been negative 
or normal.  We have seen several specialists and have 
listened to different opinions, which is a great source of 
frustration.  To this day, the "diagnosis" still eludes us. 

Brayden is now 3 years old and attends Trinity School 
of Texas five mornings a week.  He loves his teacher 
and the challenges that she gives him.  He is unable to 

“…one day we will be able to stop the endless 
search for the answer to the question, ‘What is 

his diagnosis?’” 

walk, YET, but that hasn©t stopped him from getting 
where he wants to go!   Brayden has been such a 
blessing to us and is a joy to everyone he meets.  
Three days a week he works with the wonderful 
therapists at Longview Therapy Center and he 
continues to amaze them with his progress. As his 
parents, we never stop praying that one day we will be 
able to stop the endless search for the answer to the 
question, "What is his diagnosis?" �  

Family Focus continued from page 1 
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At the time of the printing of this newsletter, our raffle 
has proven to be a success.  The total amount that was 
raised along with a list of winners and generous 
donators will be posted on our website.  The proceeds 
from the raffle will be used to print our First Contact 
Brochures, other special printings and fund other 
special events.  Thank you to all who donated or 
assisted in any other way! 
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During our November 9th meeting we will be drawing our raffle winners! 
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The KIDZ Christmas party will be at our December 14th meeting from 7:00 to 8:30 at New Beginnings Baptist 
Church (our regular meeting time and place).  There will be lots of food and drinks.  Come, bring your kids, and 
let’s all have a fun time together.  We’d like to send out a special invitation to all those who have watched the 
children during our meetings.  Please join us for this event! 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � �� 
 � � � � � � �� � � �� � � 
 �� � �� � � �� � � � �� � � 
 �
 �� � � � �� � � � � 
 �� 
 � 	�� � � � � �� � � � 
 � �  �
� � 
 � � � �� � �� � 
 �� � 
 � �� � � �� � � �� � � ! �� � � ��� � � � � � �� � � � � � � � �   � �� � � �� � 
 � � �� � �� � �� � � �" � � � � 
 � �! 
 
 � �� �  �

� � ! � 
 � � � � �� � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � �� 
 � � � � � � �� � � �
 � � � � �� � �� � �#
 � �� � �� 
 �� � 
 
 ��� �� � � �� � � � 	
  �
	 � " � � � � � � � �� � 
 �� �� 
 � 
 � � � � �
 � � � � �� �  �

#� ��� �� � � �� 		�� � �� � � � �� � � � � � � �� � 
 �� � � �� � � � � 
  �

 � � � $� � �
 
 �
 � � � $� � � �� � � � %� � � %�� � � �� � � $�
 �� � �� �! 
 
 � �� � �� 	� � 
 �� � � �� � � �  �

/ - � " � / - 2 " � �
“Although 1 in 33 babies in the U.S. has a birth defect, there are 
many different types of birth defects and each individual defect is 
rare. For example, hypoplastic left heart syndrome affects about 
3 of every 10,000 babies, and cleft lip with or without cleft palate 
affects about 1 of every 1,000 babies. It is necessary to study 
each defect separately to learn more about the causes of birth 
defects because different factors may cause each type of defect. 
In order to complete this important research as quickly as 

� � � �� � � %��� %� � � � &
 � � � ! � 
 � �� 
 � ' � � &(�� � � �� � � $�
 �� � �� � � � �� � �� � 
 �! � �	�� � �� 
 � $�� 
 � �� � � �� � � �� 
 � � 	
 � � 
 � �  �

�� � � 
 � � � 
 � �
 � �	� � � � 
 � � � � 
 � �
� � � � � � 	�	� � � �	� � � � 
 � � � � � 	� � �


 � � � � �� � � � � � � �� � � � � �� � �� � � � �
� � ���  � � � � � � � � !" # $%� &&$' ( " $&�


 � � � ' � � 	�� � � � � � �
	� � 
 ) � � � � � � 	
 � �� 
 � �

possible, collaboration between multiple research sites is essential. CDC has established Centers for Birth Defects Research and 
Prevention in Arkansas, California, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, and Texas. These seven centers and the eighth site at 
the CDC (Atlanta, Georgia) participate in the National Birth Defects Prevention Study (NBDPS). The NBDPS is one of the largest studies 
ever conducted on the causes of birth defects. Information is collected about "cases" who have a major birth defect and "controls" which 
are infants with no birth defects. The mothers of both "case" and "control" infants complete an extensive telephone interview about their 
pregnancy and medical history, occupational and environmental exposures, lifestyle, diet, and medication use. NBDPS will also study 
genetic factors using cheek cells obtained by gently rubbing a brush on the inside of the cheek. Analysis of the data from this study will 
provide important information about the environmental and genetic factors that contribute to birth defects.” 
     Centers for Birth Defects Research and Prevention. Retrieved October 18, 2004, from  

     http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/bd/bdres.htm 
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KIDZ 
P.O. Box 10015 
Longview, TX 75608-0015 
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(903) 663-5936 
info@texaskidz.com 
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PLACE:  NEW BEGINNINGS BAPTIST CHURCH 

 600 GEORGE RICHEY RD. 
 LONGVIEW, TX 
 (SEE MAP) 

TIME:   2ND TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH 
 FROM 7:00 PM TO 8:30 PM 
 

Childcare is available at no charge.   

KIDZ is a bimonthly publication.  As the KIDZ fiscal sponsor, New Beginnings Baptist Church oversees donations and 
disbursements on behalf of KIDZ in order for KIDZ to direct its efforts to the families in need. 

If you would like to make a 
donation to KIDZ, please 
make checks payable to: 
 
   NBBC c/o KIDZ 
 
Donations are tax deductible. 


